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Scheme of Work 2009-10              

10.1  Understand the structure of pieces from different styles/genres of music –assessed via assignment 1 Due WC 02/11/09 
10.2  Understand how melodic material is developed within pieces of music from different styles/genres of music – assessed through assignment 2 Due WC 08/03/10 
10.3 Know how to explore tonalities, harmonies and rhythms used in different styles/genres of music - assessed through assignment 2 Due 08/03/10 
10.4  Understand the role of notations – assessed through class-generated materials from task sheets 
10.5 Know how to interpret notations – assessed through class-generated materials from task sheets and observations of the playing of scales and chords present 
in musical content for assignment 2 
 

Teacher: R. Salmon Course: 
 

BTEC 1st Diploma 
Music Technology 

Subject Unit 10 
Understanding Music 

Week 
commencing 
- Date 

Content 
(include language / literacy / numeracy / 
study skills 

Teaching and Learning Activities  
(Include use of ILT) 

Learning Outcomes 

1 07.09.09 Induction week Induction week Induction week 

2 14.09.09 Ice breaking activities (name labels) 
Nail trick 
Short quiz on prior knowledge of music theory to 
establish group understanding in the subject. 
Discussion around (Intertextualisation) musical 
genres blues, rap garage soul etc…. 

Group discussion 
Individual presentation  
Group problem solving  
Individual quiz Q&A 

Students encouraged to bring in their own music 
for evaluation next week. 

Getting to know each others names 
promotion of group and individual activities 
in class 

3 21.09.09 Group discussion of musical products and 
elements pertaining to the rhythm, structure and 
tonality. 
Hand out of the Musical glossary to establish a 
wider musical vocabulary (musical literacy) within 
the student group – this should also assist 
students in completion of assignment work. 
Students introduced to basic notation elements 
IE; stave, clef, notes etc…… 

Group evaluation of music products with a view 
to identifying different styles/genres of music 
and to begin identifying the structure of these 
pieces of music – verse chorus middle eight etc. 

Listening and evaluation of music via group 
discussion with individual input prompted by 
tutor. Students encouraged to share their own 
musical interests for group evaluation (equality 
and diversity) 

10.1  Understand the structure of pieces 
from different styles/genres of music 

All students will be able to identify 
elements of rhythm, structure and tonality 
in music played. 

Some students may be able to gain a 
pass grade for 10.1 assessment criteria 
during this class 
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4 28.09.09 Assignment 1 Unit 10  
Tasks for assignment established by reading of 
assignment tasks in class. 
 
Students learn how to log on and utilise computer 
in B608 Student  
 
Students identify three tracks from various genres 
by searching the internet and begin their analysis 
of the tracks with one to one tutor support. 

Assignment 1 read out to class. Question and 
answer used to review brief details and 
requirements so that all understand what they 
are required to do. 

Students are instructed how to log onto the 
computers in B608 and a basic discussion with 
simple instructions on the differences between 
Mac and PC follows. 

Students to identify three tracks for assignment 
1 and start word document for assignment 

Tutor circulates advising on tracks and 
appropriateness etc… 

10.1  Understand the structure of pieces 
from different styles/genres of music 

All students will be able to demonstrate 
that they understand the purpose of 
assignment 1 and can identify at least two 
key features of the assignment. 

Some students will be able to identify all 
three of the tracks they have selected for 
assignment 1 

A few students will be able to do both of 
the above and in addition will have made 
significant in roads with the analysis of 
their chosen tracks. 

5 05.10.09 Basic discussion around notes on a stave and 
sharps and flats related to a key.  
Circle of fifths introduced to help students identify 
key signature. 
 

Half hour lecture on standard musical notation 
elements including the stave, notes on it, 
crotchets quavers minims, key and time 
signatures. 

Introduction to the circle of fifths and the 
identification of key signatures. 

10.4 Understand the role of notations 
P4 recognise and identify notations 

All students will be able to identify the 
circle of fifths and some standard musical 
notation element 

Some students will be able to describe the 
purpose of the circle of fifths and elements 
of standard musical notation 

A few students will be able to do all the 
above but in addition will be able to 
identify the key signature of a piece of 
music utilising the circle of fifths 
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6 12.10.09 Basic chord construction 
Major and minor chords introduced. 
C Major scale discussed in detail 

 

 

Second half of the session to practical 
development of assignment work 

Board work and group discussion around the 
theory behind basic chord construction 1st 3rd 5th 
etc… 

Keyboard used to illustrate the no sharps no 
flats of the C Major scale. 

Tutor circulates around students in class 
offering critical comment on the music structure 
and tonally of the genre’s used for assignment 1 
task. Review and feedback on written work done 
so far is given verbally in class 

10.4 Understand the role of notations 
P4 recognise and identify notations 

All students will be able to identify that the 
key of C has no sharps or flats and can 
identify this on a piano keyboard 

Some students will be able to play the C 
major scale on a keyboard and indicate 
how to play the chord of C on a piano 
keyboard. 

A few students will be able to discuss 
chords and their use in the pieces of 
music they are analysing 

7 19.10.09 Chords 1 –V11 in C Major related to the circle of 
fifths 

 
Basic western music notation introduction and 
annotation to gain a pass for unit 10.4 

Second half of the session to practical 
development of assignment work 

Chord construction handout 

Board work and group discussion of chord 
construction from 1 – VII  

Tutor circulates around students in class 
offering critical comment on the music structure 
and tonally of the genre’s used for assignment 1 
task. Review and feedback on written work done 
so far is given verbally in class 

10.4 Understand the role of notations 
P4 recognise and identify notations 

All students will be able to identify a major 
and minor chords – identifying the relative 
minor of a major from the circle of fifths 
Some students will be able to identify the 
first, fourth and fifth chord played on the 
keyboard in the key of C 
A few students will be able to identify the 
number of a chord played on the keyboard 
in the key of C 

 26.10.09  
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8 02.11.09 Lesson Observation Week  
IQER HE Visit 

Types of notation and markings, which indicate 
musical content.   

 

 

 

Second half of the session to practical 
development of assignment work 

 

Assignment 1 deadline by the end of the day. 

Recap on previous weeks of learning related to 
notation with a short group quiz. 

PowerPoint presentation of different types of 
notation – students to take notes on paper 
copies, which will be collected in at the end of 
this class. Learning checks conducted by 
collection of class task evidence generated by 
the students. 

Tutor circulates around students in class 
offering critical comment on the music structure 
and tonally of the genre’s used for assignment 1 
task and with annotation of musical notations. 
Review and feedback on written work done so 
far is given verbally in class 

10.4 Understand the role of notations 
P4 recognise and identify notations 
M4 recognise and describe notations 
D4 recognise and explain notations 
All students will be able to recognise and 
identify standard notation elements by the 
use of annotations made on task sheet 
paperwork presented in class. 
Some will be able to recognise and 
describe the purpose standard and non-
conventional notation elements by the use 
of annotations made on task sheet 
paperwork presented in class. 
A few students will be able to recognise 
and explain notations, both conventional 
and non- conventional 
 

9 09.11.09 Lesson Observation Week 

Assignment 2 hand out 

 
 

Handout of scales distributed 

Tutor reads out new assignment brief and 
question and answer is used to solidify 
assignment tasks in the student group. 

 

Scales distributed to students for practice on 
keyboards. Students start assignment tasks by 
recording the identified scales into 
Loigic/ProTools. Tutor gives one to one and 
group support where appropriate in order to 
facilitate the recording of the scales. 

Understand how melodic material is 
developed within pieces of music from 
different styles/genres of music 
P2 identify aurally different types of scales 
M2 describe a range of different types of 
scales 
based on aural examples 
D2 explain a range of different types of 
scales 
based on aural examples 
All students will be able to identify the 
name of two scales 
Some students will be able to identify two 
scales and play at least one basic scale 
A few students will be able to play more 
than two scales 
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10 16.11.09 Transposition and implications for the playing of 
music and scales in particular on electronic 
keyboards 

Tutor plays scales against a pre recorded chord 
sequence and then identifies the scales name. 

The chord sequence will follow standard 
progressions and cadences in order to firm up 
prior learning in this unit. Links directly with 
week 7 content and information on chord 
construction, which is revisited here. 

Understand how melodic material is 
developed within pieces of music from 
different styles/genres of music 
P2 identify aurally different types of scales 
M2 describe a range of different types of 
scales 
based on aural examples 
D2 explain a range of different types of 
scales 
based on aural examples 
All students will be able to identify the 
purpose of transposition 
Some students will be able to explain the 
opportunities and threats that transposition 
affords in the production of music 
A few students will be able to demonstrate 
the use of transposition whilst playing a 
standard scale 

11 23.11.09 Playing and identification of scales against chord 
progressions 

Tutor plays scales against a pre recorded chord 
sequence and then identifies the scales name. 

The chord sequence will follow standard 
progressions and cadences in order to firm up 
prior learning in this unit. 

Understand how melodic material is 
developed within pieces of music from 
different styles/genres of music 
P2 identify aurally different types of scales 
M2 describe a range of different types of 
scales 
based on aural examples 
D2 explain a range of different types of 
scales based on aural examples 
All will be able to identify aurally different 
types of scales 
Some will be able to describe a range of 
different types of scales 
based on aural examples 
A few will be able to explain a range of 
different types of scales based on aural 
examples 
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12 30.11.09 Playing and identification of scales against chord 
progressions 

Tutor plays scales against a pre recorded chord 
sequence and then identifies the scales name. 

The chord sequence will follow standard 
progressions and cadences in order to firm up 
prior learning in this unit. 

Understand how melodic material is 
developed within pieces of music from 
different styles/genres of music 
P2 identify aurally different types of scales 
M2 describe a range of different types of 
scales 
based on aural examples 
D2 explain a range of different types of 
scales based on aural examples 
All will be able to identify aurally different 
types of scales 
Some will be able to describe a range of 
different types of scales 
based on aural examples 

A few will be able to explain a range of 
different types of scales based on aural 
examples 

13 07.12.09 Scales against chord progressions quiz Aural testing of student identification of scales 
introduced in the last two sessions – this will be 
done through a videoed quiz 

Understand how melodic material is 
developed within pieces of music from 
different styles/genres of music 
P2 identify aurally different types of scales 
M2 describe a range of different types of 
scales 
based on aural examples 
D2 explain a range of different types of 
scales based on aural examples 
All will be able to identify aurally different 
types of scales 
Some will be able to describe a range of 
different types of scales 
based on aural examples 

A few will be able to explain a range of 
different types of scales based on aural 
examples 

14 14.12.09 Term quiz Learning checks and consolidation of the terms 
work 

Learning checks and consolidation of the 
terms work 

 21.12.09 Christmas break 
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 28.12.09 Christmas Break 

 

  


